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Welcome to Malaysia,

We are delighted to introduce you to our local Luther office.

At Luther, we are confident that we have the expertise to help you to take advantage of this vibrant South East Asian market no 
matter the size of your company or the scale of your commercial interests. Acutely aware of the opportunities in Malaysia, we 
operate as one of few international practices that have multi-industry experience in the country. Additionally, we are fortunate to 
have a strong regional presence, with dedicated offices in Indonesia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and beyond that we can take 
advantage of to your benefit. In other words, by choosing Luther Malaysia, you not only gain access to a dedicated local team of 
German, French, Polish and UK-trained lawyers supported by a boutique Malaysian law firm but also a network of well-established 
offices across Europe and Asia that work hand-in-hand to deliver world-class, practical solutions. 

We understand that companies operating in Malaysia often face many unique challenges that they might not always expect. Through 
our experience we have learnt to spot these challenges and are well placed to take a proactive role in ensuring the seamless 
operation of your business administration. For this reason, our concept is to offer a “one-stop” solution, incorporating not just legal 
and tax advice but also company secretarial, accounting, payroll, immigration and treasury services. In short, while taking care 
of your legal, compliance and administrative problems, we make sure that you can focus on what really matters – your business. 

As a team we actively participate in the local commercial life, maintaining strong connections with stakeholders and keeping abreast 
of the latest developments. Luther’s advisors are trained to deliver pragmatic solutions and recommendations, never compromising 
on quality and always protecting your interests. 

This brochure provides a short introduction to the business environment in Malaysia and further outlines who we are and what we 
do.

We would like to thank you for your interest in Luther Malaysia and look forward to meeting you.

Yours faithfully,

Pascal Brinkmann 
Managing Director
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Business Environment in 
Malaysia

The last few decades have seen the rapid rise of the ASEAN 
region as a global economic powerhouse. GDP growth has 
consistently been strong, surpassing any other region in the 
world, and is expected to remain so. An increasing number of 
trade and investment agreements with other parts of the world, 
alongside more and more expansion into Southeast Asia by 
multinational enterprises, further boost the prospects for 
economic growth.

Central to this success, is Malaysia. Malaysia has the third 
highest GDP in the region, according to the International 
Monetary Fund’s October 2018 estimates, and is one of the 
most competitive economies in the world, ranking twelfth in the 
World Bank Doing Business 2020 report.

Aside from Malaysia’s central location within ASEAN, making   
it an ideal hub for foreign investments, the backbone of its 
economic success is its political stability, a well-developed 
transport system, strong infrastructure, many free-trade zones 
and industrial parks, its attractive fiscal environment as well 
as its very investment-friendly business climate. English is 

generally accepted as the language of commerce and is widely 
spoken, making it attractive for international companies to set 
up their business in Malaysia. The legal system of Malaysia     
is historically based on English law and meets modern 
international standards. Accordingly, Malaysia is known for its 
efficient legal system and the effective protection of intellectual 
property rights, as confirmed by the World Economic Forum’s 
Global Competitive Report 2017-2018, ranking Malaysia third for 
strength in investor protection.

Consequently, many multinational companies and more and 
more small or medium-sized enterprises have found Malaysia 
to be an attractive base for conducting business in Asia. 
However, when a foreign company enters a new  market, 
such as Malaysia, the legal and regulatory framework may be 
unfamiliar. Companies often require assistance with matters 
from work permits to business licenses, for instance. Luther can 
assist with all aspects of this, and more, enabling a company to 
focus its time and resources on achieving commercial success 
in the country.
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Why Luther?

A Major European Commercial Law Firm

Luther Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH is one of the top 
addresses among commercial law firms in Germany. From our 
10 German and 11 international offices, predominantly in the 
South East Asian region, our lawyers and consultants offer legal 
advice and/or corporate services, focusing on finding efficient 
and farsighted solutions that lead to the desired commercial 
results.

Our Expertise in Malaysia

Luther Malaysia is spearheaded by a team of German, Polish, 
French and UK-trained advisors, supported by an exclusive 

tie-up with a local boutique law firm. Our further 40 staff 
members, consisting of company secretaries, accountants 
as well as payroll and HR specialists enable us to provide 
comprehensive, practical solutions for our clients’ activities in 
this dynamic growth region.

We work in an integrated team structure with our local partners 
in order to cover the full range of our clients’ legal, corporate 
and tax requirements.

The combination of our deep understanding of the specific 
business and legal environment in Malaysia and our European 
background has proven to suit the needs of foreign companies 
with regard to their activities in the country.

Areas of Practice and Industries 

We, together with our relevant local partners, are in a position to cover the following areas within the following industries:

Areas of Practice

�� Antitrust law
�� Banking and capital markets
�� Commercial and distribution law
�� Complex disputes
�� Corporate law
�� Employment law
�� Energy law
�� Environment and planning law, regulatory
�� Family businesses - entrepreneurial families
�� IP and copyright law
�� Insurance law
�� International arbitration
�� International trade law
�� Litigation and mediation
�� Mergers & Acquisitions
�� Property transactions
�� Public procurement law
�� Public subsidies/state-aid law
�� Public-private partnership
�� Real estate law
�� Restructuring and insolvency
�� Tax law
�� Technology, media and telecommunications
�� White-collar crime & compliance

Industries

�� Automotive and mobility
�� Chemicals
�� Energy and utilities, renewable energy
�� Financial services
�� Food, retail and consumer products
�� Health care and medical
�� Infrastructure, water and waste management
�� Insurance
�� Logistics
�� Mechanical and plant engineering and construction
�� Pharmaceuticals and biotechnology
�� Public sector
�� Real estate
�� Shipping and maritime law
�� Textile and clothing industry
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Our Services Beyond 
Legal Advice

In addition to the legal services provided by our legal arm, 
Luther Malaysia offers comprehensive corporate services to 
support our clients’ businesses. Some of the most common 
services are as follows:

Business Establishment & Corporate 
Secretarial/Nominee/Compliance Services

We provide fast and efficient services in respect of the 
formation of companies, limited liability partnerships, branches 
and representative offices in Malaysia. In addition, we offer a 
complete range of corporate secretarial and nominee director 
services to both large and small businesses in Malaysia. Where 
required, we may also offer a registered address and tailor our 
services to the client’s need in order for them to meet all their 
compliance requirements.

Immigration Services

As international groups and businesses, many of our clients 
understand the meaning and benefits of globalisation and the 
need to interconnect different cultures. They therefore often seek 
to mix foreign talent with domestic knowledge and experience. 
In this regard, we offer a wide range of visa and work pass 
related services to ensure that our clients’ foreign employees 
and their accompanying family members obtain the necessary 
visas and/or work passes in a timely and cost-efficient manner.

Accounting, Tax and Payroll

Many of our clients are new to Malaysia’s market environment 
and we believe it is important for them to be able to concentrate 
their manpower on their business development. We therefore 
offer comprehensive support in time-consuming accounting 
and administrative matters as well as in regard to individual  
and corporate tax compliance. Where needed, we also offer 
financial due diligence services as well as forensic accounting.

We further offer full outsourcing services for the management of 
payroll, personnel data and employee benefits. We are able to 
provide tailor-made solutions to meet all of our clients’ specific 
requirements.

Data Protection Services

Considering the ever growing data privacy legislation within the 
EU and Malaysia’s own personal data protection regime, we 
note that many of our clients need support in this respect. Our 
data protection experts are therefore always available to assist 
our clients in ensuring that they meet various privacy law related 
obligations. In addition, our experts offer:

�� data protection training;
�� provision of data protection officers;
�� data protection audits; and
�� drafting of data protection policies.

Luther in Asia and 
Worldwide

One Stop Solution for Legal Advice and 
Corporate Services

Luther Malaysia works closely with the other Luther offices across 
the globe (a map can be found on the following page showing 
the locations of these). Just as in Malaysia, our worldwide teams 
are led by partners with many years of experience in both Asia 
and Europe, and are supported by lawyers, tax consultants and 
other professionals. To this end, our Luther offices can provide 
clients with comprehensive advice and assistance regarding 
legal and business matters, no matter where they are located.

Please feel free to get in touch with any of our offices for further 
specific information or pick up a copy of the relevant brochure.
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Locations

0

Shanghai

Bangkok 

London
Brussels

Luxembourg

10 offices in Germany:

�� Berlin
�� Cologne
�� Dusseldorf
�� Essen
�� Frankfurt a. M.
�� Hamburg
�� Hanover
�� Leipzig 
�� Munich
�� Stuttgart

Yangon
Delhi-Gurugram

Jakarta

Sydney

Kuala Lumpur Singapore

The shown locations are either Luther legal or corporate 
services offices and/or offices of our local co-operation 
partners.
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Luther Corporate Services Sdn. Bhd.

Contact details: 
malaysia@luther-services.com

Unit 17-2, Level 17 | Wisma UOA II | No. 21 Jalan Pinang 50450 Kuala Lumpur | Malaysia | Phone +603-2166 0085 | 
Fax +603-2166 0087
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